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[Abstract:] Inferior Tallow furnished... 209 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
February 15, 1882 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Superintendent. 


Sir; 


I have the honor to call your attention to the character of the Tallow being furnished, by 
Messr. Harold R. Lewis & Co., for the use of this department. 


For our use, we require the best Tallow made — the same technically called “best Refined 
Cylinder Tallow”. It is the most expensive, but decidedly the most economical — one pound of it 
will go farther than a pound-and-a-half of the common article. 


This latter kind is filled with animal acids, and is not only injurious to our machinery, but 
soon becomes rancid, rendering it so disagreeable when using, that our men are sickened by the 
smell. 


The attention of Messr. H.R. Lewis & Co. was called to this, and they promptly sent us 
the best article, at the cost of the cheaper, but at a loss to themselves. 


These gentlemen explain the matter by stating that when they bid for Tallow, they meant 
the usual commercial article, as the advertisement merely called for beef Tallow, without 
designating any particular grade. 


The course in this department, for years, has been to order Tallow, without specifying 
quality, and as these orders were sent to a house that, as I understand, only made the best grade, 
we never had reason to complain. For this Tallow we paid in 1880, eight (8) cents per pound. 
Messr. Lewis & Co. now quote at nine (9) cents. 


These gentlemen offer to furnish the best grade at the price of their bid seven (7) cents — 
although it will occasion them less. I do not thing the Government desires to hold anyone to a 
contract made through a misunderstanding, or misapprehension, so respectfully refer the matter 
to you for investigation. 


Very Respectfully Yr. Obt. Serv’t. 
O.C. Bosbyshell 
Coiner 


